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Invitation for Initial Consultations for the Purpose of Preparing Public Procurement Procedures for the Establishment and Operation of   a Center for Autism Family Support and Intervention 
     In the framework of the First National Disability Strategy 2018-2028, the Second National Disability Action Plan 2018-2020 and the Council of Ministers’ Decision n. 87.345/ dated 6.5.2019, the Department for Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities (DSID) of the Ministry of Labour, Welfare and Social Insurance announces an invitation for initial consultations with the open market, in accordance with Article 37 of the Public Procurement Law, L.73(I)/2016. The purpose of this invitation and consultation is to prepare the procedure of public procurement and create awareness of interested parties for the project “Establishment and Operation of a Center for Autism Family Support and Intervention” (the Center) which will be financed by the European Social Fund and the Republic of Cyprus in the framework of the Operational Programme “Employment, Human Resources and Social Cohesion”.
2.  The Centre is expected to operate by a Contractor with the Contracting Authority being the Department for Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities after the conclusion of a public contract. The mission of the Centre will be the provision of specialized services to children at pre-school age diagnosed at the autism spectrum and to their families. The vision of the Centre will be the provision of such services that will ensure on the one hand proper preparation of the children to achieve active participation in all aspects of life and on the other hand the maintanance of family cohesion, unity and balance.
3. The services provided by the Centre will be the following:

(a) Psychological support, Councelling and Psychotraining Support 
This service will be staffed with seven (7) specialized Psychologists (a Head of the Service included) having a permission to exercise their specialty according to national legislation for the registration of Psychologists and will be addressed to the parents and family of the child with Autism Spectrum Disorder. The Psychologists will be recruited by the Project Contractor. 

(b) Training and Support at Home Service
This service will be staffed with fifteen (15) Home Trainers having a degree (nationally recognised degree) in Psychology or Social Sciences or Special Education who will be trained to use specialized tools for early intervention and training focused on children with Autism Spectrum Disorder. The service will be addressed to the child as well as the child’s carers. The trainers will be recruited by the Project Contractor. 

( c ) Social Support Service
 This service will be staffed with seven (7) Social Workers who will be employed by DSID-the Contracting Authority and will co operate with the Project Contractor. The service will be addressed to the child’s parents.
4. In addition to the above the Center will be staffed with one (1) secretary and cleaning services recruited by the Project Contractor. 
5.  The Centre will be housed at available space at the Christos Steliou Ioannou Foundation at Nicosia, after being renovated and restructured to serve the needs of the Centre. The rent expenses of the Centre as well as the expenditure for the Centre’s renovation, furniture and equipment will be undertaken by DSID-the Contracting Authority.  
6. The Centre is expected to offer its services to 300 children and their families annually all over Cyprus.
7.  The Centre is expected to operate as a model Centre for family support and intervention for autism in Cyprus thus it must have a systematic co operation with a similar model Centre abroad and use or develop model tools, methods and support and intervention techniques for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder and their families.
8. Based on the above information DSID is inviting interested parties to submit their proposals, comments or any information as initial consulation. The proposals may include the following indicative information:

· Suggested ways of operation of the Centre (general description of the internal procedures to follow, methods of work / job manuals, indicative working hours, operation rules, ethics code etc)
· Suggestions for co operation with similar Centres abroad for supervision, guidance and general co operation as well as suggestions for specific specialized scientific tools 

· Suggested costing of the required services to be provided by the Centre
9. It must be noted that all proposals, comments and information received will be taken into account by a DSID Committee nominated for the purpose of preparing public procurement procedures for the project with possible participation in the Committee of representatives of other relevant public services. All the information received will be taken into account for the preparation of the public procurement competition document which will be announced in due time. It is stressed that any proposals, comments and information received do not constitute public procurement tenders. The proposals and suggestions may be used for the design of the public procurement competion and public contract of the project on the condition that they do not create any distortion in competition and that they will not violate the principles of transparency, equal treatment and non discrimination. 
10. DSID will accept written proposals, by post, by any physical or legal entity (of the private or public sector), until the 31st of March 2020, 12:00 hours, in closed envelope titled “Proposal for the Establishment and Operation of a Centre for Autism Family Support and Intervention”. They must be addressed to Ms Vassiliki Fragkaki, Senior Social Inclusion Officer and be posted at the address “Department for Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities, 1430 Nicosia, Cyprus”.  Any questions and clarifications can be asked by email at vfragkaki@dsid.mlsi.gov.cy
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